Abnormality of helper/suppressor T cell ratio in patients with hemophilia.
Lymphocyte subpopulations in patients with hemophilia were analyzed. The results were compared with those in age- and sex-matched controls. The patients had been receiving blood and blood products including Factor VIII or Factor IX for a number of years as required at the time of the onset of the disease. Heparinized peripheral blood was used in direct tests for cell marker analysis with OKT4, OKT8 and OKT11 monoclonal antibodies. There were less OKT4+ cells in the hemophiliac blood as compared with the controls, while both the groups had the same number of OKT8+ cells. As a result, the OKT4/OKT8 ratio was markedly depressed in the hemophiliac group and the conversion of the OKT4/OKT8 ratio was observed in the group of patients receiving long-term therapy with anti-hemophiliac products. Alteration of lymphocyte subpopulations in patients with hemophilia in relation to antihemophiliac therapy was discussed.